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First, we need to discuss a bit about
the Church, since 75% of
Ukrainians and Russians claim to be
Orthodox, and Ukraine has three
different Orthodox This is
all you need to know to make sense of
this Think of Orthodoxy as in
the middle between Roman Catholics
and Protestants: There is one Roman
Catholic Church but many different
Protestant denominations. Orthodox
does not have one central church, but
is similar to Protestant churches in
this Orthodoxy is divided up
along national borders; thus, you have
the Greek Orthodox church, the
Russian Orthodox church, the
Ethiopian Orthodox church, etc. The
“problem” is something I
above: while this is true of most
countries that practice Orthodoxy,
Ukraine has three separate Orthodox
churches.
Finally, in Eastern Orthodoxy, even
though they do not have a pope, all
the national Orthodox churches look
to the Patriarch of Constantinople
(Istanbul) as their main guide.
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Let’s start in the year 900. In that year, the Russia
of today did not exist but, instead, the kingdom of
Rus consisted of western Russia (where Moscow is
located), Belarus, and Ukraine. And, this is the
fascinating part, Kiev was its capital . That alone
should give you more insight into why Putin
wanted to conquer Ukraine.
Now to the year 988: The Prince of Rus decided
that his country would convert from pagan to

Even as the kingdom of Rus shrank and
enlarged in size over the centuries, it remained
Orthodox, meaning
Even when Ukraine became an independent country
in 1917, its Orthodox church was part of the
Russian Orthodox Church.
A small group of Orthodox did split off and form a
separate Ukrainian Orthodox church, but we can
ignore them for the purpose of this article: Most
Ukrainians belonged to the Orthodox church that
was basical ly the Russian Orthodox Church.
Now we are in 2012, when Russia took over the
Crimea territory from Ukraine. As you can
imagine, many Ukrianinas were very upset about
this move. Now, imagine those Orthodox who
belonged to the Russian-led Ukrainian Orthodox
church attending a church that had a Russian
leadership. You can see

that

the stage of
separation being slowly set.
Final ly, in 2018, many members of the Russian-led
Ukrainian Orthodox church had had enough. They
asked the Patriarch of Constantinople to create a

separateUkrainian Orthodox Church was from
Russia, which he did on January 5, 2019. The
Russian Orthodox Church immediately cut ties with
the Patriarch of Constantinople (after 1031 years!) .
The Russian leadership understood this as being
another step away from Russia for Ukraine. It was
no surprise, then, to many people who watch
Orthodoxy, when Russia decided to attack Ukraine,
no doubt, in part due to the Orthodox
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