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Two celebrations from the Moravians:
Moravian Star and

Easter Sunrise Service.
  The

 the

medieval Catholic Church were wrong, such as

--The Moravians grew out of the ministry of a
pre-Reformer who lived 100 years before Luther,

Republic.
Huss was raised Catholic but became interested
in the writings of John Wycliffe (d. 1384).
--Wycliffe believed that many ideas of the

the pope, Purgatory, indulgences, and the office

ideas and began to teach them in the Czech

He taught and convinced enough other people,

--Therefore, by Luther’s time, the Unity of the

did not have all the ideas of the Protestant

Jan Huss of the present-day Czech

formed a separate community (church) in 1457

of monks and nuns. Huss adopted many of his

Republic. He was eventually burned at the stake
by the Catholic Church in the year 1415.
--Many of these beliefs are ones that became
popular 100 years later with the Protestant
Reformers, like Luther and Calvin. Yet Huss
taught them at a time when the Catholic Church
had ultimate control over all the kings of Europe,
which means he was put to death for those
beliefs.
--Nevertheless, his movement did not die out.

and after his death they kept his ideas alive. They
eventually became known as the “Bohemian
Brethren” or “Unity of the Brethern.” They

that was led by elders. Another tiny group that
had separated from the Catholic Church in the
1200s, known as the Waldensians, agreed to
ordain their ministers in 1467.

Brethren numbered around 400 churches. They

Reformation, but they had already broken from
the Catholic Church. Eventually, they became
known as the Moravians. Why Morvians?
Because many of them lived in the region of
“Moravia.”

**In 1732, also in Moravia, some young men
world..

**The first mention of a similar star is in the
1830s at a school in Moravia that originated from
a geometry project. The Moravian church
eventually adopted the star as a symbol of Easter
and took the star with them as they spread
around the

decided to get up early on Easter Sunday, gather
at the cemetary (which Moravians call "God’s
Acre), and honor the anniversary of Jesus’s
resurrection. The next year, more people joined,
and, as Moravians spread, so did the celebration
of the Easter Sunrise Service.
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